
Northside Middle School Summer Reading Assignments 
Advanced English 8 Expectations 2022 

Task 1: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Roanoke County School Policy 6.19 states that all 
students enrolled in advanced English classes in 
grades 6 -12 will read at least two books the summer 
preceding the beginning of the advanced class. 

 
 

To that end, students enrolled in advanced 8th grade 
English will read one required novel and one selected 
novel from the provided list of options. 

 
 

REQUIRED NOVEL 

• All students in advanced English 8 are 
expected to complete the graded summer 
reading assignments by the first day of school. 

• Students who transfer in from another level must 
complete the assignments in a timely manner 
upon transferring. 

• The summer reading assignments will be 

a significant portion of the first nine weeks grade. 
 
 
 

 
 You can: 

• Purchase your own copy 

• Check out a copy from the public library 

• Read and listen to the novel for free from this web- 
site: http://esl-bits.net/ 
ESL.English.Learning.Audiobooks/451/contenu.html 

 

• Check out a copy through NMS. Please see the librarian, Mrs. 
Sprouse, if you would like to do this. 

 

              
 
 

As you read Fahrenheit 451, complete the 
table attached. The table will be due on 
the first day of school and will count 
as a graded assignment. 

You will be able to use your table on the in 
-class assignments assigned during the first 
week of school. 

We will also use Fahrenheit 451 as our first 
reading in our Ray Bradbury study. 

ASSIGNMENTS 
In-Class 

 
• Paired Passages 

• Group Discussion/ 
Analysis 

• Formal Assessment 

Fahrenheit 451 
By Ray Bradbury 

DYSTOPIAN (dis ‐tope‐ee‐an) NOVEL: 

a book written about a future time 
that depicts a society where people 
lead undesirable, fearful, or otherwise 

negative lives. 

 
 

Plagiarism: Roanoke County Public 
Schools take a firm stance against 
plagiarism. We consider plagiarism 
to be a serious ethical and academ- 
ic offense which can often carry 
severe consequences in both post 
secondary settings and the work- 
place. 

 
What is plagiarism? Plagiarism is 
the act of presenting the words, 
ideas, images, sounds, or the crea- 
tive expression of others as your 
own. Merely changing a few 
words does not protect you against 
plagiarizing. All work presented to 
your teacher must be your own 
work, both in thought and execu- 
tion. 

 
Work containing plagiarism will not 
be accepted. Students may not turn 
collaborate for this assignment. If 
plagiarism is suspected, students 
will have a meeting with the parent, 

 
Questions about Summer Reading? 

E-mail Amanda Waldron 

at awaldron@rcps.us 

http://esl-bits.net/ESL.English.Learning.Audiobooks/451/contenu.html
http://esl-bits.net/ESL.English.Learning.Audiobooks/451/contenu.html
mailto:awaldron@rcps.us


CHOICE NOVEL 
Please select a novel from the provided list below. You are responsible for obtaining a copy of 

the novel you select. Copies of this novel will NOT be provided by Northside Middle. School. 
 
 
 

Historical Fiction Realistic Fiction 
 Ground Zero by Alan Gratz Mockingbird by Katherine Erskine 

Ground Zero is a fictional story about the 
terrorist attack of September 11, 2001 and the 
ongoing American involvement in Afghanistan 
as a result of the terrorist attacks almost two 
decades ago. 

 

 

 

 

Sports Fiction Fantasy 
The Running Dream by Wendelin Van Draanen 

Jessica thinks her life is over when she loses a leg in a 
car accident. She's not comforted by the news that 
she'll be able to walk with the help of a prosthetic leg. 
Who cares about walking when you live to run? As she 
struggles to cope with crutches and a first cyborg-like 
prosthetic, Jessica feels oddly both in the spotlight and 
invisible. People who don't know what to say, act like 
she's not. With the support of family, friends, a coach, 
and her track teammates, Jessica may actually be able 
to run again. 

Caitlin has Asperger's. The world according to her is 
black and white; anything in between is confusing. 
Before, when things got confusing, Caitlin went to her 
older brother, Devon, for help. But Devon was killed in a 
school shooting, and Caitlin's dad is so distraught that 
he is just not helpful. Caitlin wants everything to go 
back to the way things were, but she doesn't know how 
to do that. Then she comes across the word closure-- 
and she realizes this is what she needs. And in her 
search for it, Caitlin discovers that the world may not be 
so black and white after all. 

 
 

The Alchemyst by Michael Scott 
Nicholas Flamel is the greatest Alchemyst to ever live. 
The records show that he died in 1418, but what if he's 
actually been making the elixir of life for centuries? The 
secrets to eternal life are hidden within the book he 
protects—the Book of Abraham the Mage. It's the most 
powerful book that has ever existed, and in the wrong 
hands, it will destroy the world. And that's exactly what 
Dr. John Dee plans to do when he steals it. 

Science Fiction Suspense/Thriller 

 Unwind by Neal Shusterman 
Between the ages of thirteen and eighteen, parents can 
have their child "unwound," whereby all of the child's 
organs are transplanted into different donors, so life 
doesn't technically end. Connor is too difficult for his 
parents to control. Risa, a ward of the state, is not 
enough to be kept alive. And Lev is a tithe, a child con- 
ceived and raised to be unwound. Together, they may 
have a chance to escape and to survive. 

 
 

Assignments 
Task 2 

 
Stalking Jack the Ripper by Kerri Maniscalco 

Against her stern father's wishes and society's 
expectations, Audrey often slips away to her 
uncle's laboratory to study the gruesome practice 
of forensic medicine. When her work on a string 
of savagely killed corpses drags Audrey into the 
investigation of a serial murderer, her search for 
answers brings her close to her own sheltered 
world. 
 
 
 
 
 

In‐Class
As you read your choice novel, complete your choice of one assignment as 
described in the packet. There are four op- tions to choose from. Read the 
rubrics carefully and consider if the project is a good choice for the book 
you read. 

 Literature Circles: 

• Discussion/Analysis 

• Visual Essay



8th grade Summer Reading Assignments 
Part 1: Required Reading 

 

Fahrenheit 451: Required 

Choose 7 NEW words to define. Include the page number. 
 

Sentence from text that contains the word with the 
vocabulary word underlined. 

Definition of word as it is used in the context of the book. 

  
 
 

  
 
 

  
 
 

  
 
 

  
 
 

  
 
 

  
 
 

 

Find three technologies that were described in Fahrenheit 451. 
 

Technology Description and/or quote from the text (with page 
number) 

  
 
 
 

  
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 



Part 2: PROJECT OPTIONS for individual book choice: ALL text must be neatly typed in Times New Roman 
size 12 font. CHOOSE ONE. 

1. Compile a scrapbook. Choose one of the main characters in your book, and as that person, put 
together a scrapbook of special memories and mementos. Each visual must have a short 
explanation. This is a creative project where clipart and pictures from the internet are less creative 
(and not recommended)—your own original artwork or collage will work best for this assignment. 
This should look like it was created with care by the character paying special attention to the time 
period and the resources available to the character. 

 
SCORING 

 

Requirements Points 
1. Cover with title and author noted 15 
2. 8 pages with memories and mementos 15 
3. Each visual has a short description demonstrating relevance to the 
novel incorporating elements of plot: exposition, rising action, climax, 
falling action and resolution. 

50 

4. Correct spelling, grammar and mechanics 20 
TOTAL 100 

 
2. Write an editorial on some controversial issue raised in the novel. Model an editorial letter from the 
newspaper or a newspaper article. State your opinion and make references to the novel. This should be 
at least one typewritten page single spaced in size 12 font. 

SCORING 
 

Requirements Points 
1. The controversial issue is clearly stated 20 
2. Your opinion on the issue is clear 20 
3. Opinion is supported with details from the novel 40 
4. 1 page, typed size 12 font, single spaced 20 
TOTAL 100 

 
 
 
 

 
3. Conduct an interview. Make up an interview with one of the main characters from the story. The 
interview must be written in dialogue form and should be one typewritten page in size 12 font. 

 
SCORING 

 

Requirements Points 
1. Written in dialogue format 25 
2. Interview contains story elements of character, setting, problem 
(conflict), and resolution. Interesting questions (from you) and answers 
from the chosen character. 

40 

3. One page, typed size 12 font, single spaced 15 
4. Correct spelling, grammar and mechanics 20 
TOTAL 100 



4. Answer ten questions from the attached list. Answers should be typewritten in paragraph form (at 
LEAST 5 SENTENCES) unless the questions explicitly states otherwise. Each question will be assigned a 
value of 10 points. Please have the question number beside your answer written in complete sentences. 
The more detailed you are, the better. 

LIST OF PRE‐AP QUESTIONS FOR PROJECT CHOICE #4 (Choose 10; answer in a paragraph (5 sentences) for each question) 

1. Identify the protagonist and the antagonist in your book. What does each one want? How does 

each one change during the book? 

2. What did you like and/or dislike about how the book ended? Be specific and thorough! 

3. Choose a passage that you really liked from the book (list page number) and explain why you liked it 
OR 

choose a passage and revise it to make it better. Explain why you chose this passage to revise. 

4.  If you could change something about the book what would it be? Why do you think that the 

author did it this way? 

5. What point of view is this told from? Why do you think that the author chose this viewpoint? 

6. Do a plot chart for the book. Be detailed. 

7. Why did the author write this book? How did the author fulfill or fail to fulfill his or her purpose? 

8. Interview one of the main characters in the book. Be sure and think like a reporter. What would 

you like to know? What would other people like to know about the character? And create an 

answer that you believe the character would say. 

9.  If you were to turn this book into a movie, choose a chapter and describe what the scene would 

look like. Be sure to include text references and be detailed. 

10.  What songs would work well as a soundtrack for this book? Why did you choose these 

particular songs? During what passages would they be used? (Use at least five songs and be 

sure to give the title and artist.) 

11.  Find two examples of figurative language and identify the type (they must be different types) 

and tell why each is effective in the story. 

12. What is the theme (lesson learned) of this story? List three things in the story that the author 

uses to illustrate this theme. 

13.  Find a place in the book where the tone (how the author makes us feel towards the subject 

matter) changes. Identify what the tone is and what it changes to. Why do you think the 

author chooses to change the tone of the story at this particular point? 

14. What symbols (something that is used to represent something else) are used in the story? 

What larger ideas or feelings do they stand for? 

15.  Which character is most like or unlike you? Do a Venn diagram to support your answer. 

Please list at least five characteristics in each section. DO NOT use physical characteristics. 

16.  Describe a situation where you have felt the same way that the protagonist or antagonist felt. How did 

this help you connect with the story? 



17.  Rate the book ( 1-5, 5 being amazing and 1 being not so good) and explain why you assigned that 

rating. Support your rating with three specific details from the text. 

18.  How would the story change if the gender of the protagonist and/or antagonist was changed? DO 

NOT answer this question if you feel the story would change very little or not at all. Be detailed. 

19.  Compare and contrast this book with a similar book you have read. Give at least five similarities or 

differences. 
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